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Chairs 

Made  from  Wood  of  a  House 
built  by  Abraham  and 
Thomas  Lincoln 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 
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)  Interior^ 


MADE   FOR  LINCOLN   BY   HIS  FRIENDS 


II 

Chair  constructed  from  the  timbers  of  Lincoln's  home  in  Macon 
county,  Illinois,  and  presented  to  the  future  President  in  1860. 
In  the  Burlingham  collection  to  be  .old  at  the  American  Art 
Association-Anderson  Galleries  next  week. 


Chair  constructed  from  the  timbers  of  Lincoln's  home  Ih  Macon 
county,  Illinois,  and  presented  to  the  future  President  in  1860. 
In  the  Burlingham  collection  to  be  sold  at  the  American  Art 
Association-Anderson  Galleries  next  ■week.  1 


Lincoln  Relics 


IN  HISTORIC  DI^ 


A 


tor  of  tincoln  Day  "lf°''''°"  ,  q  u  Page,  inspect- 
night  at  the  Cimc  Oper' House  and  G^^^^^  „ 

p;oper%  C/,.c«,.  HistorlealSoe^e^  . 


THOMAS  H.  ORMSBEE    R.  F.  D.  NO.  1    NEW  CANAAN,  CONN. 


lleKi  P.O. Address 
P.F.D.  >To.2, 

Pound  nidge, 
New  York 


Deer  Dr.  barren, 

Mr.  Harry  E.  Pratt,   Illinois  ?)tate  Historian  has 
suprested  that  I  write  to  you.  It  Is  about  the  carved  oak 
armchair  presented  in  December  i860  to  Abraham  Eincoln 
made  from  timbers  of  a  house  he  and  his  father  built. 
This  chair,  sold  at  the  American  Art  Association-Anderson 
(Talleries  ^^ov. 11, 1933  ^as  fully  described  and  illustrated 
in  the  catalogue    of  the  collection  of  Hiram  Burlinpham. 
I  saw  the  chair  at  that  time  and  have  a  copy  of  catalogrue 
This  states  that  the  chair  bears  on  its  back  a  brass  plate 
inscribed  "  Presented  to  Abraham  Lincoln  by  his  fiiends  of 
Macon  County  as  a  mark  of  esteem — This  chair  made  from 
timbers  of  the  home  he  helped,  his  father  build — December 
1860" 

A  duplicate  of  this  chair,  identical  in  the  details 
of  its  carved,  design  but  without  the  brass  plate  is  now 
igwned  by  Mr  Elmer       TTatthews  of  Rockport .Maine.  He  inherit- 
ed some  years  ago  from  an  uncle    who  was  a  lawyer  in  Washing- 
ton,D.C.  Wfeen  Mr.  I'Tatthews  consul-ted  me  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  labeled  presentation  chair.  He  only  knew  that  his  chair 
was  used  as  a  posing  chair  by  Matthew  Brady,  the  famous 
photographer  of  the  Civil  War  period. 

Mr.  T-Tatthews  had  his  chair  photographed  nad  I  have 
compared  this  with  the  illustration  in  Burlingham  sale 
catalogue.  They  are  clearly  duplicates  made  and  the  same 
time  and  carved  by  the  same  man.  The  design  is  too  elaborate 
for  one  to  be  a  later  copy  of  the  other. 

Have  you  in  your  extensive  Lincoln  file  any  details 
of  i860  which  would  give  the  circumstances  of  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  chair  to  President-elect  Lincoln?  Who  were  "his 
friends  of  Macon  County"  who  secured  the  house  timbers  and 
ha<i  the  chair  made?  Is  there  any  reference  to  duplicates, 
one  or  more  that  these  "friends"  had  made  from  the  same 
oak  timbers    and  retained  for  themselves?  Did  one  of  these 
friends  later  go  to  Washington  as  a  Lincoln  appointee,  for 
he  was  the  one  from  whom  Brady  acquired  the  chair  that  he 
used  so  frequently  in  his  portrait  photographs? 

Any  information  that  you  can  glean  from  your  Lincoln 
collection  would    be  much  appreciated  as  I  plan  in  May  to 
write    an  article  on  Matthews-owned  chair  for  my  syndicated 
newspaper  feature, Know  Your  Heirlooms 


April  12,195-^ 


Faithfully, 


April  16,  1954 


Mr*  IhoBAS  H.  QinsbM 
R.  F.  D.  1 

Sev  Canaan,  Camecticut 

Dear  Mr*  Omsbee: 

There  3e«a  to  b©  seveml  of  the  chaira  saMlar  to  the  one 
presented  to  Mr,  Idncoln  but  ^t  how  man^  I  have  bewa  unable  to  tabulate. 
Hty  feeling  is  that  there  was  a  considerable  nusber  of  thesa  in  ^aiiington 
used  in  soub  departaaent  that  aay  have  been  dismntleiand  nm  furniture 
installed.    There  are  several  people  to  ¥h<m  you  sii^t  write  who  m^t 
give  you  aore  local  infoKBation  on  the  mtter  than  I  have. 

Before  me  is  the  catalogue  of  the  Andrw  Anderson  ^illeriea 
for  Hovember  11,  1933  whidi  z^eveals  that  the  chair  sold  for  $^.00. 
This,  of  course,  is  the  chair  si^posed  to  have  been  given  to  Abrahaua 
Lincoln  bgr  Macon  County  fri^ids* 

Win  H.  Twtfles,  4720  S.  C3ielsea  Ian©,  Bethesda,  Maryland 
In  19/i3  was  in  -Uie  possession  of  the  original  chair  that  he  acqiiired 
in  the  Brady  Galleiy.    lie  claijas  that  President  Llnooln  presented  this 
cibALT  to  Ifatliew  Brady. 

Fabian  Bachrat^,  fasious  photographer  at  54      52nd  Street, 
lew  lork  daioos  to  have  a  0mir  in  which  Gardner  photographed  President 
Lincoln  and  sizailar  to  the  alleged  Brady^  chair.    Tliese  people  laay  be 
able  to  inf om  you  about  the  origin  of  this  unique  piece  of  furniture. 

Two  other  people  who  have  chairs  almost  lil^  if  not  identical 
with  the  one  you  s^ntioned  are  Saason  Feldioan,  2500  Bo&lyn  Avemie,  BaXtimre, 
Ifazylaad  and  Louis  J.  Eolb,  1629  Locust  Avmue,  Philadelphia. 

I  hqpe  this  will  be  of  some  assistance  to  you  in  ^covering 
the  origin  of  these  uniqi»  pieces  of  furniture. 

f«ry  truly  yours. 


LAVtPE 


Director 


For  more  information  on  similar  chairs  noted  in  this  file,  see  file 

Curios  &  Relics  -  Furniture  -  Chairs  -  U.S.  Congress 
71.2009.085.04484 


